
Ann Wood has had an intense couple of years. She 
gained more than 120,000 Instagram followers, 
Country Living named her one of the country’s 
“most creative,” and in July, she landed several 
spreads in Martha Stewart Living, which she says 
was a “highlight of my whole life.” All the buzz 
isn’t because she’s new to art. In fact, Wood, 58, 
has always been creative, even as a kid in rural 
Iowa. “Growing up, I got so excited about a new 
issue of Town & Country,” she says. “I could dream 
about the world outside of our little farm.” 

For most of her career, Wood was known on 
the fine-craft circuit for the painted kinetic 
sculptures she made with her artist-collabora-
tor-husband, Dean Lucker. But after her father 
died in 2014, Wood says that for the fi rst time, 
“creating art felt hollow.” 

In her grief, Wood started building delicate 
sculptures using paper, wire, acrylic paints, and 
micro-tip embroidery scissors. The objects she 
created—butterfl ies, fl owers, feathers, and fruit—
expressed the fl eeting fragility of life in all its 
beauty and decay. A delicate paper peach might 
have gentle bruises, the leaves on a hydrangea 
might be yellowed or appear to be gently chewed 
by insects. Says Wood: “It’s a kind of fl ora taxi-
dermy, the preservation of a moment in time.” 

At fi rst, Wood placed these objects in antique-
like specimen boxes or under Victorian glass 
cloches. One Instagram follower suggested the 
glass felt like a barrier, and that observation 
helped Wood germinate a new concept: to free 
the objects from their curio cabinets and hang 
them on her studio wall. Almost immediately, 
Wood was smitten with the way the ripe forms 
danced off one another. She now has 250-some 
objects arranged in a 20-by-10-foot display. Her 
quest is to someday exhibit this wall-sized garden 
at a museum. 

Ann Wood’s studio is only open by appointment; Northrup 
King Building, 1500 NE Jackson St., Studio 450, Mpls., 651-
319-1429, woodlucker.com, @woodlucker 
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Upper left: These berries look good enough 
to eat. Ann Wood says blackberries are very 
time consuming to make. To give them their 
realistic look, she uses hundreds of tiny beads 
to make the drupelets on a single blackberry 
cluster. Upper right: Wood loves butterflies 
and makes ones based off the insects she 
sees in her garden and her imagination. She 
hand-carved pine to form the body of this one. 
Bottom right: When Wood’s colorful garden 
is covered in snow during the winter months, 
she gets a dose of warmer weather by viewing 
her collage of pansies, gerbera daisies, and 
butterfl y wings —each element takes at least 
two and a half hours to complete. Bottom left:  
Feathers are where it all began. “It was my fi rst 
experiment into making things made out of 
paper look realistic,” Wood says.
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